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Formal Requirements for the Research Proposal 

A 4-page research proposal forms the basis for writing a seminar paper which will be presented 
at Georgetown or New York University. We require the following structure, with one page 
allocated to each of the four sections below: 

Page 1: Research Plan 

Motivate your research idea and explain why it is 
interesting and relevant. State your research question 
explicitly. Briefly preview how you plan to answer it 
(details follow on Pages 2–3). 

Page 2: Theory & Methodology 

 
Introduce the theoretical foundation or framework and 
the methodological approach which you plan to use to 
answer your research question (e.g., concrete trade 
theory, identification strategy, econometric 
framework, or qualitative case study). 
 

Page 3: Analysis 

Describe your planned empirical or analytical work 
concretely: what data (source, coverage, key 
variables), qualitative sources or interviews you intend 
to use and how you will use this information based on 
the theory or methodology 
 

Page 4: Literature & Challenges 

List 3–4 key references from the relevant literature: 
summarize shortly their main findings and explain how 
they relate to your project.  
Identify potential challenges you expect to face, given 
your proposed design (e.g., data limitations, 
identification concerns, modelling issues). 

 
Do not deviate from this framework: stay within the one-page limit per section and name each 
section exactly as listed above. Adhere to the following formal requirements: 
 

• Font: 11 pt., Line spacing: 1.5. 
• Page numbering: Bottom in the middle. 
• Labelling of images and tables (if included): continuously, include them in the text, 

provide source. 
• Principle of citations: AER (or another journal in economics). 
• Your proposal must include a cover sheet and bibliography at the end. The cover sheet 

contains the title of your proposal, your name, student number, the date, and the title of 
the master program. Neither the cover sheet nor the bibliography count toward the four-
page limit. 

• Submit to us-seminar-wwz@unibas.ch as a PDF 
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